
Luke 2: 21-40 

21After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; 

and he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was 

conceived in the womb. 22When the time came for their purification 

according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to 

present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the law of the Lord, 

“Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the 

Lord”), 24and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in 

the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 

25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this 

man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation 

of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had been revealed 

to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had 

seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into 

the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do 

for him what was customary under the law, 28Simeon took him in 

his arms and praised God, saying, 29“Master, now you are 

dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; 30for my 

eyes have seen your salvation, 31which you have prepared in the 

presence of all peoples, 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles and 

for glory to your people Israel.” 33And the child’s father and mother 

were amazed at what was being said about him. 34Then Simeon 

blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for 

the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will 

be opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—

and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 36There was also a 

prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 

was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after 

her marriage, 37then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She 

never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer 

night and day. 38At that moment she came, and began to praise 

God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the 

redemption of Jerusalem. 39When they had finished everything 

required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their 

own town of Nazareth. 40The child grew and became strong, filled 

with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 

  



Luke 2:41-52 

41Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of 

the Passover. 42And when he was twelve years old, they went up as 

usual for the festival. 43When the festival was ended and they 

started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his 

parents did not know it. 44Assuming that he was in the group of 

travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to look for 

him among their relatives and friends. 45When they did not find him, 

they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. 46After three days 

they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening 

to them and asking them questions. 47And all who heard him were 

amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48When his parents 

saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, 

why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have 

been searching for you in great anxiety.” 49He said to them, “Why 

were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my 

Father’s house?” 50But they did not understand what he said to 

them. 51Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and 

was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her 

heart. 52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine 

and human favor. 

  



Luke 3:15-23 

15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were 

questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be 

the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you 

with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am 

not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to 

clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; 

but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 18So, with many 

other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the 

people. 19But Herod the ruler, who had been rebuked by him 

because of Herodias, his brother’s wife, and because of all the evil 

things that Herod had done, 20added to them all by shutting up John 

in prison. 

21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had 

been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the 

Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a 

voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I 

am well pleased.” 23Jesus was about thirty years old when he began 

his work. He was the son (as was thought) of Joseph son of Heli, 

 


